Pocket Pollinator Garden
You may have heard about butterfly gardens or bee-friendly gardens but think that you don’t have enough
time – or space – to do something will make a difference. Actually, you can make a difference by setting
aside a small amount of space in your yard that is dedicated to growing native plants that will help bees,
butterflies and other insects thrive.
Manicured lawns and exotic (non-native) plantings often provide little to no value to pollinators. They do not
meet the nutritional needs and habitat that supports their full life cycles.
However, a pocket pollinator garden has multiple benefits:
 It can be as small as you choose; make it manageable for you
 It adds beauty to the landscape
 It reduces water use; native plants do not need extra watering
 Native plants stabilize soils, filter water, purify air
 Native plants support pollinators by providing food, cover, and nesting sites
 Native plants do not require fertilzers or other chemicals. In fact, treating your plants with
insecticides kills not only the pests, but the pollinators as well.
Want some help with planning your own pocket pollinator garden? Check out the Native Plant Guide on the
town website. It provides names and photos of many different pollinator plants, as well as a list of where you
can buy them, and where to learn more about Native Plants.

About This Garden
This garden was covered by invasive plant. In 2021, the Invasive and Native Plant Advisory Committee
recruited volunteers to help with the removal. To help to prevent the return of invasives, the commitee
partnered with the the Friends of the Lawrence Library Gardeners to create this demonstration garden.
The 25 species of plants in our pocket garden are all "pollinator magnets", providing a range of color
throughout the growing season. Take a walk through the garden path and enjoy the color, scents and wildlife
that are now thriving here. See if you can find the plants by the photos provided. A plant list follows.

April - May Blooms

June - July Blooms

August - October Blooms

This table lists all the plants in the pocket pollinator garden. The last three columns show the color of the bloom and
approximately what time of the year you can expect them to bloom.
Plant LIst

Ht ft

Clustered Mt Mint, Pycnanthemum muticum

3-4

Eastern Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis

2

Obedient Plant, Physostegia virginiana

3

Pale Purple Coneflower , Echinacea pallida

2-3

Sundial Lupine, Lupinus perennis

2

Golden Alexander, Zizia aptera

1-2

Foxglove beardtongue, Penstemon digitalis

1-2

Coreopsis, lance-leaved, Coreopsis lanceolata

1-2

Heart-leaved Aster, Symphyotrichum cordifolium

3

White wood aster, Eurybia divaricata

1-2

Gray goldenrod, Solidago nemoralis

1-3

Anise hyssop, Agastache foeniculum

<1

Whorled milkweed, Asclepias verticillata

1-3

Butterfly milkweed, Asclepias tuberosa

2

Rose milkweed, Asclepias incarnata
Great Blue Lobelia, Lobelia siphilitica

3

Foam flower, Tiarella cordifolia

<1

Large flower Bellwort, Uvularia grandiflora

1

Woodland Phlox, Phlox divaricata

1

Downy Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea

15-25

Black Cohosh, Actea racemosa
New York Ironweed, Vernonia noveboracensis

4-7

Spicebush, Lindera benzoin (shade area)

6-8

Maple leaf viburnum, Viburnum acerifolium (shade area)

4-6

1-2

6-10

Apr-May

Jun-Jul

Aug-Sep

